 English I Information Sheet
My name is Ms. Parkhurst, and I want to welcome you to English I – the world of literature, vocabulary, grammar, and writing. I’m excited about the upcoming semester, and I can’t wait to get to know you all! 
The Details
· Reading assignments will include material from our textbooks, online resources, printed copies of works, as well as novels and plays. 
· For every reading assignment, I ~strongly~ suggest that you bookmark sections you find interesting (with sticky notes) or take notes about things you like, are confused about, or want to talk about. 
· In order to encourage this kind of active reading, please expect accountability exercises when there are readings due. (They won’t always happen, but you need to be prepared for the unexpected.)

· These may include reflection exercises, quizzes, 

· I will always allow you to use your notes on these activities, but the notes have to be hand-written. 
We will read major works (novels/plays) from the following list. Don’t panic! We will NOT read all of these works:
A. A Raisin in the Sun 
B. Romeo and Juliet
C. Twelve Angry Men
D. 1984
E. The Things They Carried

F. To Kill a Mockingbird 
G. A Lesson Before Dying
H. The Perks of Being a Wallflower

I. Anthem 
We will read many, many shorter pieces, as well. These may include works by: 
Edgar Allan Poe!

Carmen Tafolla!

Kate Chopin!

Langston Hughes!
Franz Kafka
Bob Dylan!

Sylvia Plath!


Mark Twain!


Patti Smith!

Raymond Carver!


Flannery O’Connor!

William Faulkner!

O. Henry!
David Bowie!

Maya Angelou!


Washington Irving!


Johnny Cash!


And more!
PARENTS, PLEASE NOTE:  If you would like further details on the works we study, please feel free to contact me. If you do not wish for your child to read one of the books on the list, please let me know, and I will be glad to assign an alternative assignment.
Vocabulary & Grammar
We will study vocabulary words each week, and every Friday, we will have a quiz on these words. To prepare, I’ll assign sentence writing weekly and provide a brief review on Thursdays. 
We will sometimes review grammar in class and when writing/correcting essays, but grammar is always relevant! So, expect to have little grammar notes on your written work and to take notes about grammar pretty regularly. 
Writing 
Get ready to write! You cannot study literature (and enjoy it) without an opportunity to react and respond. Most of your writings will deal directly with some aspect of our readings, so it’s important to start thinking about a text before you have to write about it. You will also learn (through practice) how to assess others’ writings, how to make corrections, and how to suggest ways to improve writing.
Materials You Need
1. One spiral notebook (this class only)
2. One folder

3. Plenty of loose-leaf paper
4. Sticky notes
5. Pens and pencils
6. Highlighters 

Grades
     Grades in this course are weighted as follows:

· Tests: 5.0
· Projects: 5.0
· Classwork/Homework: 3.0
· Quizzes: 2.0

· Participation (as needed): 1.0
Other Important Information
1. Late work: 10% will be deducted from your assignment grade for every day that it is late, unless you speak to me about extenuating circumstances, which can include personal issues, family issues, medical issues, etc. 

· Ex: An assignment that would have received a 100 ( 3 days late ( 70

· Any work assigned while you were present is due the next day that you are present. 
2. There is a standardized test for this class. 
3. If you miss notes because you are absent, it is your responsibility to get those notes from a classmate. If these notes came from a PowerPoint, I will send you the appropriate slides, provided that you ask me for them in a timely manner.

4. If you are absent the day before an announced test, quiz, or assignment due date, you are still responsible for the test, quiz, or assignment when you return. 
5. If you miss an unannounced test, a pop quiz, or homework because of an absence, it is your responsibility to ask me about making up the missed work.

6. If you miss handouts or classwork, you need to see me about getting a copy before or after class. 
Yay!
I am so excited about our exploration of literature, vocabulary, grammar, and writing! I wish you all well during this semester, and I look forward to being your guide, your friend, and your teacher as we tackle English I!  

Feel free to see me after class for assistance if you ever need it. I encourage you to talk with me about your assignments whenever you feel that you need extra help or guidance. Often, students say that they hate to make me stay after school, but please remember: I’m probably going to be here anyway. I am glad to be a resource for you.
Don't let all of this information overwhelm you. Remember that I only have a few basic rules. The main goals are empathy and respect. And, of course, you will be expected to follow the HCAM rules in your Student Handbook, just like always.  

Now… read the CLASSROOM PROCEDURES CONTRACT below and sign the attached sheet to indicate you understand everything. Take it home and have your parent or guardian sign the sheet, as well, and bring it back!
Classroom Procedures Contract
Classroom Behavior 

Rules:
1. Be Ready – Students should be prepared for class (“prepared” means having the textbook, a notebook, writing utensils, and any assignments due) and in their seats when the bell rings. 

2. Work Hard – Students should give the teacher their best by staying focused, staying on task, and trying as hard as they can.  
3. Be Kind -- Students should respect the rights, property, personal space, learning time, talking time, opinions, differences, dignity, and individuality of others (this includes not talking when I am talking or when another student is talking).
4. Be Responsible for You – Students should take 100% responsibility for themselves, their actions, and their words.  

Tardies and Absences
· On the fifth tardy, I will call or email a parent.

· If six tardies accumulate, there will be an office referral.

· If you are later than 30 minutes to class, you will be counted absent. If you leave class with more than 30 minutes left, you will be counted absent.
Cell Phones, Dress Code, Honor Code
· I get that you like your phone, because e v e r y o n e loves their phones. BUT. You all know that cell phones are a nuisance during movies, church, meetings, dinner, and conversations. And that is also (if not more) true for class.
· Please follow HCAM’s dress code. If you don’t, I’ll have to follow the rules my boss has given me so that I may keep my job. ( The dress code policies are listed in the student handbook. I understand thinking that the dress code is dumb, but to make it easier for yourself (and for me), just follow it. 
· If you cheat on work, you will receive a zero on the assignment. 
Fill out the form below, remove this page, and return to Ms. Parkhurst
CLASSROOM PROCEDURES CONTRACT for Ms. Parkhurst
STUDENT:  By signing this form, I am stating that I understand and will follow all classroom guidelines as outlined in Ms. Parkhurst’s Classroom Procedures Contract and the English I Information Sheet.

Student Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ____________________

Print Name (Legibly): _____________________________________________________
PARENT / GUARDIAN:  I am delighted to be involved in your child's education. I think that this will be a wonderful semester if we can follow the above guidelines and keep communication going throughout the year. I have many students, and it is very difficult to reach all of you by phone. Instead, your signature below indicates that you have received, read, and will help support the teacher with the Classroom Procedures Contract and the ENGLISH I INFORMATION SHEET.
Parent / Guardian Signature: _________________________________________________________ Date: _____________
Home Phone Number: ______________________ Parent / Guardian Email: _____________________________________
I am always available for questions, concerns, etc. Email is my 
preferred contact method, but I’ll also be happy to take your calls. 
Please feel free to contact me. Let's make it a great semester!
Sincerely,

Ms. Parkhurst

English Teacher 

Hickory Career & Arts Magnet School
Extension 224
    parkhurstjo@hickoryschools.net
I use Google Classroom to distribute syllabi, assignments, and materials, as well as to communicate with students. Students should set alert options so that they get a text or email whenever I add something new to our classroom space. Everyone will get assistance setting up their accounts. 





***************************************************************








Classroom Wish List:  * Tissues


		        * Loose-leaf paper











